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Adverse Weather Policy 

Principles 

  It is the policy of the school to make every effort to remain open whenever possible. 

  The decision to close the school either before or during the school day will be made by the 
Headteacher.  

  The school will only be closed if one or more of the following conditions apply: 

1. There is insufficient staffing to enable us to run the school safely.  
2. Conditions on site are dangerous. 
3. Conditions are considered to be or are anticipated to later become too hazardous for travel. 

Practice 

School Closure: Before the start of the normal school day 

Leadership Team: 

  The Headteacher will make the final decision about closing the school. 

  The closure may be for a full day, for certain year groups only or for a delayed start depending on 
local conditions. Updates will follow as appropriate via the school website. 

  School closure will be announced via the Hampshire on-line system at the following website: 
http://www.hants.gov.uk/schoolclosures. This will update the Hampshire County Council (HCC) 
web-site and local radio stations. Key Senior staff have access to this site. 

  Where internet access is not available, an announcement will be made via local radio stations 
and a telephone call to HCC emergency closure line. Key Senior staff have access to this. 

  An all staff e-mail will be sent out alerting staff of the closure details. 

  A message from the Headteacher will be uploaded onto the school website informing parents of 
the reason for closure and directing students to work on Google Classroom. 

  A decision to extend the duration of closure to the following day will be submitted to HCC via the 
online system after 3:00pm on any one day or no later than 7:00am the following day. 

Departments: 

 DOL’s (Directors of Learning) /SL’s (Senior Leaders) will ensure that there is appropriate work 
available on Google Classroom for all students in the event of a school closure. 

 The Snow-Line will be activated with departments calling their designated person to ensure they 
are aware of the closure details. 

 All staff should check their e-mails and the website for further updates. 

 Where internet access is not available, the snow-line will be the route to update staff. 

School Closure during a normal school day 

Leadership Team 

 The Headteacher will make the final decision about closing the school. 
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 The closure may be for the remainder of the day and either the whole school or for certain year 
groups only. Updates will follow as appropriate. 

 School closure will be announced via the Hampshire on-line system at the following website: 
http://www.hants.gov.uk/schoolclosures . This will update the Hampshire County Council web-
site and local radio stations. Key Senior staff have access to this site. 

 Where internet access is not available, an announcement will be made via local radio stations 
and a telephone call to HCC emergency closure line. Key Senior staff have access to this. 

 A message will be sent to all staff explaining the reason for the closure supported by an all staff 
e-mail alerting of the closure details. 

 Where possible, a letter will be sent home with all students or posted on the website. 

 Students will only be sent home where the school is certain that students have access to their 
home. 

 Where students do not have access to their home, they will be supervised in block 3, or block 2 
if block 3 is not available, until either parent can be contacted or the end of the school day. 

 A message from the Headteacher will be uploaded onto the school website informing parents of 
the reason for closure and directing students to work on Google Classroom. 

 A decision to extend the duration of closure to the following day will be submitted to HCC via the 
online system after 3:00pm on any one day or no later than 7:00am the following day.  

Departments 

 DOL’s/SL’s will ensure that there is appropriate work available on Google Classroom for all 
students in the event of a school closure. 

 All staff should check their e-mails and the website for further updates. 

 Where internet access is not available, the Snow-Line will be the route to update staff. 

 Where there are students needing to remain on the school site and to be supervised, the 
Headteacher could direct local members of staff, those who can still get home in adverse 
weather, to remain in school to supervise the remaining students. 

Community 

 Community activities in both the D.@rt Centre and the Leisure Centre will be suspended when 
the site is not safe for members of staff and the public to access. This decision will be made by 
the Facilities Manager in consultation with the Headteacher. 

 The Facilities Manager will inform the Assistant Headteacher Community and Arts, Community 
Arts Manager, the Leisure Centre Manager and The Berry Theatre General Manager about site 
conditions and whether they should close or remain open. 

 The Community Arts Manager and the Leisure Centre Manager will update their websites to 
inform the public of any closures. The site will be updated accordingly. 

 The Berry Theatre will follow Eastleigh Borough Council’s (EBC’s) adverse weather policy for 
closure in these circumstances. 

 Where possible, when adverse weather is anticipated, the community team will alert customers 
of the possibility of any site closure. Customers will be kept informed via the website and, where 
possible, by e-mail too. 

Public Examinations 

 Public examinations will continue regardless of any school closure. 
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 Should adverse weather conditions be anticipated, students will be informed in advance of the 
expectation that they should still come into school. 

 The exams officer will contact local invigilators to ensure that there is sufficient exam cover 
available. 

 The exams officer will update students/parents via the school website. 

 In extreme weather conditions, and where it is anticipated that students will need extra time to 
arrive at school, the exams officer may delay the exam start time to later that same day. 

 Where students are not able to access the school site, they will be entered for the next exam 
window. 

Site Access 

 During an emergency school closure there will be no general access to the school site unless 
approved by the Headteacher or the Facilities Manager.  

 Where site access is available, staff should use the main school gate, register in/out at the site 
office and stick to designated/cleared walkways. 

Site Safety 

 A risk assessment has been completed for snow, and icy conditions and all site staff made 
aware of appropriate control measures. 

 A site plan has been created for use in adverse weather conditions which indicates: 

- Gates and entrance doors that will be used during unsafe conditions 

- Access routes that will be maintained for pedestrians when the site is deemed to be safe 
to open. 

- Grit storage areas 

- Higher risk areas which will require additional maintenance such as steps, slopes, 
specific entrances etc. 

 Grit is held on site as located on the site plan. The grit bunker/s is secure, regularly checked 
and topped up as needed. 

 The Site Manager is responsible for ensuring there are appropriate levels of grit on site. 

 Appropriate equipment and protective clothing is kept in the site compound to ensure the safety 
of the site team when clearing the site as per risk assessment control measures. 

 The early morning site team will inspect the site where possible and inform the Headteacher 
where the site is unsafe to open. 

 The site team will close and lock gates where access/egress is considered unsafe. 

 The site team will ensure appropriate warning signs are displayed regarding ice and/or closed 
off areas. 

 The site team will grit icy routes/snow cleared areas in line with the snow and ice risk 
assessment. 

 The site team will clear the site of snow in accordance with the ice/snow risk assessment. 

Linked Policies: Attendance 
    Health and Safety at Work 
    Health and Safety at Work - Community 


